Frequently asked questions 

Free School Meal Information for Parents & Guardians
1. What are the criteria to be able to receive free school meals? 

Free school meals can only be provided to a pupil whose parent(s)/guardian(s) are in receipt of at least one of the following;

· Income support

· Income Based Job seekers allowance

· Income related Employment and Support Allowance

· Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

· Guaranteed element of State Pension Credit

· Child Tax Credit – where total annual income is less than £16,190 

· Working Tax Credit during the four-week period immediately after their employment finishes or after they start to work less than 16 hours per week 

Pupils who receive income support or income based job seekers allowance in their own right are also eligible to receive free school meals.
2. Are my children eligible for free school meals if I’m claiming Working Tax Credit with income less than £16,190?
No, if you are entitled to Working Tax Credits you will not be entitled to claim free school meals, what ever your income level.  Working Tax Credits is a benefit which is awarded to “working families” (working 16 hours or more a week) with low income to help towards the cost of living. A family’s circumstances, including the number of children and the income level of a household, are taken into consideration when the level of entitlement is calculated 
As soon as you have a change in your circumstances you should notify the Inland Revenue as it may impact on your entitlement to Working Tax Credit and subsequent other benefits. 

3. How do I apply for Free School Meals?
You can collect a form from your child’s school or by contacting Caerphilly County Borough Council. Completed applications forms are then to be returned to the Caerphilly County Borough Council.
4. Can nursery children receive free school meals?
Pupils who attend Nursery classes on a part time basis are not eligible for free schools meals. Pupils attending Nursery on a full time basis are eligible for free schools meals.

5. How long does my eligibility last? 
Eligibility Checking System (ECS) is used within this authority and you will remain eligible for as long as you meet the qualifying criteria.  If you have a change in your personal circumstances you must notify the Local Authority immediately.

If you do not notify the Local Authority of a change in your circumstances which affects your eligibility for free school meals, and you continue to claim free meals, you may be required to pay back the cost to the Local Authority.

6. Do I need a separate form for children attending different schools?
No, one form is sufficient for all children attending the same school or different schools within a single Local Authority. 
However if your children attend schools in different Local Authority areas, an application will need to be made to each Local Authority concerned. 
7. How long does it take to authorise the form?
If a correctly completed form, with all required evidence, is received then we will aim to ensure that a free school meal is available within 5 working days.
8. Are parents/carers notified of eligibility?
The applicant will receive a letter confirming the entitlement to free school meals with details of the date of commencement. 

Parents/carers will also be informed if their application is unsuccessful and they are not eligible for free school meals.
9. How much is my child allowed to spend on their meal daily?
We allocate £2.05 a day per child in Secondary Schools and £1.75 in Primary Schools. A Nursery meal is £2.15 where schools offer full time nursery placement. 

How do I apply?
Initial applications can be made at any time during the school year; application forms and further information is available direct from the relevant school or from Caerphilly County Borough Council. Your continued entitlement to claim free school meals will be checked by our electronic eligibility checking system. You will only need to submit a new application if, following a period of ineligibility, a change in your circumstances results in you becoming entitled again.

School Uniform Grant 
Who is eligible for the grant and how much do eligible pupils receive?

The grant is available to pupils in year 7 of maintained schools and to pupils in special schools, special needs resource bases and pupil referral units who are aged 11 at the start of the school year who are in non-working families and who are eligible for free school meals. Children in non-working families are considered most in need of additional help. In 2011-12, eligible pupils will receive a payment of £105.

Why is the grant only available to year 7 pupils and pupils who are aged 11 in special schools, special needs resource bases and pupil referral units?
The scheme is targeted at pupils entering secondary school as this is the time when parents face the biggest cost of school uniform in one go and therefore in need of financial help. 

Where do I apply for the grant? 
You can make an application for grant funding to your Secondary schools. 
