The great pancake race
It was a cold and cloudy Tuesday afternoon but that didn’t stop Emma and David from skipping to the school bus with excitement.  This wasn’t any ordinary Tuesday, today was Shrove Tuesday also known as Pancake Day. 
Emma and David’s mum had organised a Charity Pancake Race to raise money for the Red Cross.  She had organised one every year in the village they used to live in and decided to do the same on the farm.  Friends and family were due to arrive at the house at 4pm so that the race could be completed before it got too dark.  

The idea was that people taking part asked others to sponsor them for running in the race. Everyone had to wear fancy dress costumes and run round one of the fields with a pancake in a frying pan.  When each person crossed the line they had to toss the pancake into the air and then catch it.  It sounds a bit daft but it is lots of fun and a great way to raise money for charity.  

Emma and David’s dad had bought prizes for the first three people to cross the line and also a prize for the best fancy dress costume.   Their mum was going to make pancakes for everyone to warm them up afterwards and Emma had helped make a fruit punch.
At 4.10pm the runners were all stood on the starting line in fancy dress. Emma and David pointed out costumes to each other and laughed.  They could see their Uncle Jim dressed up as a frying pan with a huge dustbin lid on his back; their Auntie Sandra was dressed up as a clown and was wearing a bright green curly wig.  Emma’s favourite costume was her mum’s friend Sally who was wearing a green tracksuit which she had covered from top to bottom in green balloons; she was a bunch of grapes! This was going to make running very tricky!

Suddenly the race was underway and those watching cheered and clapped as all the runners set off round the field with their arms out in front of them to hold the frying pan steady.  Uncle Jim took the lead followed by Emma and David’s dad who was dressed as a cowboy. There was about 20 people taking part and it looked really funny seeing them all in different costumes running round the field.  Emma had tears pouring down her face from laughing so hard.  

It wasn’t long before the group was heading towards the finishing line.  Uncle Jim was about 10 metres ahead of everyone else and David was sure he was going to win.  But there was still the important pancake toss to do on the finishing line.  Uncle Jim crossed the line, threw his pancake up in the air and caught it safely in his pan.  The crowd cheered and clapped with delight.  Next was Sally who had done really well to finish second considering she was wearing all those balloons.  She managed to catch her pancake too.  

In third place was Emma and David’s Dad, he threw his pancake up into the air but as he went to catch it someone called his name and he turned to look.  The next thing he knew his pancake had fallen to the floor and landed on his cowboy boot. Everyone laughed and cheered as he picked it up and shrugged.  This meant Auntie Sandra finished in third place.   
Everyone went inside to tuck into the pancakes that Emma and David’s mum was busy making.  Their dad presented fruit hampers to the first, second and third place runners and gave the best fancy dress prize to Sally.  Emma agreed this was the best costume too.  It was a really great way to celebrate Pancake Day and not only did everyone have a fantastic time but £600 was raised for charity.  

New Tell Emma and David

Question

What is your favourite sport to do in winter?

Response

Emma’s favourite sport is horse riding which she does all year round.  I like running and cycling and try to do these as much as possible, but it is much better in the summer. 
