Bonfire Night on the farm  

It was cold and dreary night on the farm but the atmosphere was buzzing as Emma and David hurried around the house helping their parents. Tonight was Bonfire Night and everyone was excited as David and Emma's parents were hosting a firework display. Lots of friends and family had been invited and the family was putting on tomato soup and hot dogs to keep everyone warm. Emma was stood on a stool watching her mum stir the soup whilst Rob was busy buttering bread rolls. They were going to use home-made sausages, which the family had actually made from an old family recipe. 

The doorbell was ringing constantly as friends and family arrived, all wrapped up warm with scarves, hats and gloves on. Emma and David's dad was outside lighting the bonfire so people could huddle round and keep warm whilst watching the fireworks. They had made a Guy Fawkes out of an old scarecrow that had been used to scare birds in the fields of crops. Emma had put some new clothes on it using a picture that she had found on the internet of Guy Fawkes. It looked really good and the family had cheered as the dad put it at the top of the mound of trees and wood. 

Emma and David's mum had bought a couple of fire extinguishers in case of an emergency but she was hoping everything would go smoothly. Emma and David had some sparklers that their grandma had brought as a surprise for them. Their uncle lit them and watched whilst David and Emma held them at arms length watching the bright sparks in the air. 

Suddenly Emma and David's dad asked everyone to stand behind the barrier that he had made using wooden poles and ribbon so that he could light the first firework. A loud bang could be heard for miles around, followed by a crackle and a ‘wheeeeee' as a few different fireworks were lit and launched into the night sky. Children cheered and ‘ooohed' and ‘aaahhed' as one after another fireworks created beautiful lights in the night sky. The display lasted around 20 minutes and then the food was served. 

Everyone was stood outside chatting and drinking when Emma noticed something. Her cousin, Amy, who was only five years old had dropped her sparkler on the ground and was bending down to pick it up. One of the sparks hit her hand and she felt it burn slightly. Emma ran over and shouted stop. Amy looked up and left the sparkler on the floor. Next David came running over with a bucket of cold water and told Amy to put her hand in. This would help take the heat out of her hand where the sparkler had caught it although it didn't look like it was badly burnt. Emma and David's Uncle John came over and hugged them both for what they had done. "That could have been so much worse if you hadn't both done what you did," he said. After 10 minutes Amy took her hand out the water and there was only a slightly pink mark on the back of her hand so she wasn't badly injured. She told her cousins, "Thank you so much for helping me, I'll never try and pick up a firework again." 

But Emma and David had something else on their mind. They wanted to let others know that fireworks can be very dangerous if not in the right hands. You should always have a responsible adult in charge of lighting and disposing of fireworks and make sure children and pets are kept at a safe distance from them. They decided to write some safety tips for others and put them on their website at www.myschooollunch.co.uk/derbyshire. 

You can read their safety tips below. 

Top tips for staying safe on Bonfire Night 

Fireworks can be lots of fun but they can also be very dangerous. It is important that you stay safe on Bonfire Night. We have created some great tips for helping you to stay safe. You can also read our new story, which is all about Bonfire Night. 
Enjoy your fireworks safely 
Love Emma and David 
Sparkler safety 
• Sparklers are not really suitable for children under 5 years old. If you have a younger brother or sister why don't you hold it for them, making sure they are stood far enough away. 
• You should always wear gloves when you are holding sparklers. 
• Keep sparklers at arms length away from your body. 
• Make sure that an adult lights the sparklers for you. It is not safe for children to light them. 
• Do not run with sparklers. 
• Do not wave sparklers near anyone else. 
• When your sparkler has finished put it in a bucket of cold water with the hot end facing downwards. 
At the local firework display 
• If you are attending a firework display you should always stand well back from where the fireworks are being lit. Normally there will be a barrier so stand well behind this. 
• Stand clear of the bonfire once it has been lit. It will give off a lot of heat and sparks may fly from it. 
• If you are taking sparklers to the firework display make sure you use them well away from other members of the public. 
• Do not pick up any fireworks from the floor. There will be trained people whose job it is to light the fireworks and collect any used ones afterwards. 
Firework displays at home 
It is much safer to go to an organised display but lots of people prefer to have their own display at home. You can share these tips with the person who is organising your home display to make sure everyone is completely safe. 
• Choose fireworks that are suitable for home use and for the size of your garden as some need more space than others. 
• The fireworks should be marked with British Standard number (BS 7114). 
• Read all the instructions for the fireworks before the display begins. 
• Have one responsible adult lighting the fireworks. They should be lit one at a time using a taper held at arm's length. 
• Children should stand well back from the fireworks or bonfire. 
• Unused fireworks should be kept in a metal box with the lid closed. 
• Never return to a firework that has been lit. 
• Pets should be kept indoors with all the doors and windows closed so they can't get out. They may be frightened by the noise. 
• Fireworks should never be put in pockets. 
• Have a plan in case of an emergency e.g. understand basic first aid for treating burns and ensure everyone knows emergency telephone numbers. 

